






































































































































































































































































































































() Reference Fourth Army No. 20/23 (G) of 22/9/18, Para. 6, and Instructions for
Operations, Section 3, General, Para. (g).

(1) The closest touch will be kept by III Corps with the American troops * * *

(2) Until this attack is known to be progressing well and the retreat of the
enemy in VENDHUILE threatened by the advance of the American troops, the III Corps will
not incur serious casualties by making a frontal attack on VENDHUILE.

The commander of the troops, whose mission it is to mop up VENDHUILE, will keep
in the closest touch with the situation, so as to be in a position to take full advantage
of any signs of hostile retreat from, or disposition to surrender in, VENDHUILE.

(8) The responsibility for keeping the 38th Division and V Corps fully in-
formed as regards the progress of the American exploiting troops, and of the repair of
the bridges at VENDHUILE, will rest on the III Corps.

The III Corps will also be responsible for passing the 38th Division over the
canal at VENDHUILE, and will communicate direct with the 38th Division on the subject.

A. A. MONTGOMERY,
Major General,
General Staff, Fourth Army.

HS Brit. File: Fldr. 8-10 (30th Div.): Addendum to Battle Instructions No. 7

Operations 27th Division

A. C./104/1 AUSTRALIAN CORPS, B. E. F,,
Appendix No. 49 September 25, 1918,

ADDENDUM TO BATTLE INSTRUCTIONS, SERIES E, NO. 7

1. Reference Paragraph 3.

One company (12 tanks) of the 4th Tank Battalion has been detailed for the
preliminary operation under G. O. C., American 27th Division,

Lying-up place has been selected at E.29.b.

The starting points for the various sections are:

(i) F.10.b.
(i) F.16.d.
(i) F.22.d.

The routes from the lying-up place to the starting points run through the area
Squares F.7.---F.10.---F.25---F.29,

The 5th Brigade, R. A. F., is arranging to have aeroplanes in the air over this
area from zero minus 3 hours to zero to ensure that the noise of the engines is con-
cealed.

ACKNOWLEDGE.

T. A. BLAMEY,
Brigadier General,
General Staff, Australian Corps.
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MESSAGES FROM AUSTRALIAN CORPS, Sept. 26, 1918
30th Div.: 230-32.16: Message

HOUR Recd.: 7:51 a. m.

TO: American 30th Div,

Morning report. Heavy barrage was put down by enemy east of HARGICOURT at about
9 p.m. S. O. S. was sent up and it is believed that enemy attempted raid on our trenches in this
vicinity. Further particulars will be wired later. Heavy gas shelling between 7 and 8 p. m. on
area just west of VILLERET. Enemy aircraft bombed forward area heavily at about midnight.

HOUR: Recd.: 7:47 p. m.

TO: American 30th Division.

Evening report - situation quiet. A few rounds Blue Cross and Yellow Cross shells
on support area left division. Right division [118th Infantry, 30th Division], reports
that at 1 p. m., hostile party worked south along trench, bombed and rushed our post at
A 26 D 1 0, succeeding in capturing one of our garrisons. Immediate counterattack
drove the enemy out leaving one dead in our hands. Low flying aircraft active during
morning, directing arty. fire on right division front.

MESSAGES TO AUSTRALIAN CORPS, Sept. 26, 1918
30th Div.: 230-32.16: Message
FROM: American 30th Div.
HOUR: 4:45 p. m.

E. A. nil. Captures nil. Enemy attack on our right front battalion at 5:05 a. m.
repulsed. General shelling throughout the day of area L.10.0.4.5. resulted in a few
casualties. Repeat to American 27th Div. and to British 46th Div.

FROM: American 27th Div.

HOUR: Recd.: 7:50 p. m. No. 115
Evening wire. Activity normal. Gas shelling, 10 shells Blue Cross, 2 mustard, re-
ported by support regt. Casualties, 25. Nothing else to report.

WAR DIARY 30th DIVISION, A. E. F.
September 26, 1918
[Extract]
Preparations being made for attack in accordance with Battle Instructions No. 1.

118th Infantry holding front line in compliance with orders from these headquarters ad-
vanced 500 to 600 yards on a 1,200 yard front for the purpose of straightening out the
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line in preparation for the operation called for in Battle Instructions No. 1. The ad-
vance was accomplished and objective reached with practically no casualties.

C. BURNETT,
Lt. Colonel, G. S., G-3.

HS Brit. File: Fldr. 8-10 (30th Div.): War Diary
AUSTRALIAN CORPS
Place Date Summary of Events and Information
N.16.c. Sept. At 9 p. m., enemy put down heavy barrage on our trenches in vicinity
26 of HARGICOURT, and under cover of this succeeded in rushing our post
at A.26.d.1.0. and capturing one of the garrison. They were driven off by immediate

counterattack. Low flying enemy aircraft active directing artillery fire on front of
right division during the day. Dispositions - Hq. of Formations as at 6 a. m., 27th.

Preliminary Operations of the 27th and 30th Divisions
Operations on September 27 and September 28 preliminary to general assault on Hinden-

burg Line by Fourth Army, B. E. F. - the 27th and 30th Divisions in line, followed by
Australian 3d and 5th Divisions, attack - fail to attain and hold objectives.

HS Brit. File: (30th Div.) Fldr. 8-10: Location list
Locations Australian and II Corps

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.,
Appendix No. 60 September 26, 1918.

DISPOSITIONS - HEADQUARTERS OF FORMATIONS

as at 6 a. m., September 27, 1918

[Extract]
Ref. Sheet 62C
Australian Corps N.1l6c.
B. G.H. A. J.12.d.6.9.
3d Squadron A. F, C. BOUVINCOURT
13th A. L. H. Regt. 0.16.b.
Australian 1st Division LONG Area

* % %k %k % %
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Australian 2d Division

Australian 3d Division

Australian 4th Division

Australian 5th Division

American II Corps
American 27th Division
American 53d Bde.

American 54th Bde.

American 30th Division

American 59th Bde.

American 60th Bde.

3d Tank Brigade
4th Tank Brigade
5th Tank Brigade
5th Cavalry Brigade

227-32.2: Location List

Hgq. 27th Division
Rear Echelon
53d Infantry Brigade

54th Infantry Brigade

G-25.d.1.3.

%* % % % % %

1.36.b.3.3.

* % % % % %

CAVILLON

% ak %k % k &k

M.9.4.7.1.

%k %k % %k &k Xk

N.16.c.
J.11.c.4.9.
E.18.d.0.8.

* %k &k %k % ¥

D.22.a.

%* % % %k % %

J.16.b.0.5.
L.26.c.4.7. LINE

% %k ok & %k %k

K.27.a.6.8.

% %k %k %k % %

0.13.b.4.7.
D.28.central
FEUILLERES
PROYART

27th DIVISION, A. E. F.,
September 27, 1918.
Location List No. 3

[Extract]

J.11.¢.2.9.
J.4.d.5.9.
E.18.¢.9.6.

%* %k %k %k % %

D.22.a.2.8.

%* % % % % %
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HS Brit. File: Fldr. IV A: II Corps

Operations Instructions

FOURTH ARMY, B. E. F.,
Fourth Army No. 273 (G) September 27, 1918.

[Extract]

% % % %k &k %k

1. In continuation of Fourth Army No. 273 (G}, dated September 23, 1918, herewith
Paras. (h) and (i) to Section 3 of “Instructions for Operations.”
2. Please acknowledge receipt by wire.

R. M. LUCKOCK,

Lt. Col.,

for

Major General,

General Staff, Fourth Army.

* %k ok %k & %

3. GENERAL:
(h) Reference Fourth Army No. 20/23 (G) of September 22, 1918, Para. 5 (a).

The following arrangement has been made with the French First Army as re-
gards their action in relation to the IX Corps:

(1) The French First Army will be given a right of way for the French XV
Corps at zero on Z day by the BEAUVOIS---VILLEVEQUE---ATTILLY---HOLNON Road as far as
HOLNON (exclusive).

(2) As soon as the Le TRONQUOY Tunnel has been captured, and the 1st Divi-
sion has pushed towards it to join hands with the 32d Division, the French First Army
will take over the front between SELENCY and GRICOURT (exclusive) and set free the 6th
Division. The whole of the transport of the 6th Division must be withdrawn west of the
HOLNON-FRESNOY Road prior to zero on Z day.

(3) As soon as the 6th Division has been withdrawn, the French XV Corps
will have right of access to the HOLNON-FRESNOY Road as far as FRESNOY (exclusive).

(4) As soon as the whole of the 1st Division has passed over the Le
TRONQUOY Tunnel, the French XV Corps will have right of access to the FRESNOY---GRICOURT
---THORIGNY---Le TRONQUOY Road, until such time as they have been able to make good and
repair a passage over the canal at LESDINS and no longer require a passage over the canal
at Le TRONQUOY.

(5) As soon as the French XV Corps has crossed the canal, it will push
eastwards and southeastwards with the mission of protecting the right of the British
Fourth Army within the boundary allotted to the French First Army by Field Marshal Foch
and shown on the map issued with Fourth Armny No. 20/24 (G), dated September 24, 1918,

(1) Reference Fourth Army No. 20/23 (G) of September 22, 1918. Para. 6, and

“Instructions for Operations,” Section 3, General, Para. (g}.

(1) The closest touch will be kept by III Corps with the American troops
exploiting to the dotted green line.
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(2) Until this attack is known to be progressing well and the retreat of the
enemy in VENDHUILE threatened by the advance of the American troops, the III Corps will
not incur serious casualties by making a frontal attack on VENDHUILE.,

The commander of the troops, whose mission it is to mop up VENDHUILE, will
keep in the closest touch with the situation so as to be in a position to take full ad-
vantage of any signs of hostile retreat from, or disposition to surrender in, VENDHUILE.

(3) The responsibility for keeping the 38th Division and the V Corps fully
informed as regards the progress of the American exploiting troops, and of the repair of
the bridges at VENDHUILE, will rest on the III Corps.

The III Corps will also be responsible for passing the 38th Division over
the canal at VENDHUILE, and will communicate direct with the 38th Division on the sub-
ject.

MESSAGES FOR AMERICAN 30th DIVISION, SEPT. 27, 1918.
30th Div.: Records Gen. File, 370.2

FROM: Aust. CorpsI
Office:  7:55p. m.
HOUR: 7:30p.m. Rec’d.: 8:09 p. m.

Order battle N to S opposite this corps front appears to be W. CATELET 153d 1. R.
8th Div.,, 90th R. L. R,, 27th R. I. R.---84th . R. 54th Div., 7th R . R., 56 R. I.
R.---60th 1. R. 121st Div.---161st L.R,, 28th R. I. R.---65th R. 1. R.---185th Div.,
250th R. L. R,, 249th R. L. R. (G20 central). The 54th Div. is thought to have relieved
elements both 2d G. D. Div. and 232d Div. The 84th I. R. is astride GUILLEMONT Farm.
3d Bn. in line, 1st Bn. in support, 2d in reserve. Regtl. Hq. and Res. Bn. Hq. In HARGIVAL
Farm. Addsd. Fourth Army I, reptd. all concerned

230-32.16: Field Message
FROM: Intelligence American 27th Division

HOUR: 3:20 p. m. No. 105 Office:  3:25 p. m.
Rec’d: 3:50p.m.
Prisoners so far through division cage: 8 officers, 130 O. R. Order of battle,
north to south seems to be 153d I. R. of 8th Division. 90th R. . R,, 27thR. L. R,,
84th I. R. of 54th Division, 7th R. L. R. of 121st Division. The 84th I. R. has position
astride GUILLEMONT Farm. 3d Battalion in line, ist Battalion in support, 2d Battalion in
reserve. Regtl. Hq and Res. battalion headquarters in HARGIVAL Farm.
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HS Brit. File: Fldr. 8-10 (30th Div.): Amendment to Battle Instructions

Changes Dispositions of 27th and 30th Divisions

APPENDIX No. 62 AUSTRALIAN CORPS, B. E. F,,
September 27, 1918.

SECOND AMENDMENT TO BATTLE INSTRUCTIONS, SERIES E, No. 9

1. Paragraph 8 will be amended as follows:
BLACK ROAD: After A Regiment of American 60th Brigade insert C Regiment of
American 59th Brigade.
BLUE ROAD: After B Regiment of American 54th Brigade insert C Regiment of
American 53d Brigade.
2. American 27th and 30th Divisions, and Australian 3d and 5th Divisions to
ACKNOWLEDGE by wire.

R. C. CASEY,

Major,

for

Brigadier General,

General Staff, Australian Corps.

182-32.7: Fldr. 21; Battle Instructions Australian Corps

Movement of Australian 2d Division

A.C./110/2 AUSTRALIAN CORPS,
September 27, 1918.

BATTLE INSTRUCTIONS, SERIES E, No. 13A

1. With reference to Serial No. 6 of move table attached to Battle Instructions,
Series E, No. 13, dated September 25, 1918, on the night Y/Z Australian 2d Division will
move into assembly positions in the areas TINCOURT---ROISEL---VILLERS-FAUCON---
LIERAMONT---TEMPLEUX-le-FOSSE.

2. In addition to routes already laid down the following road also may be used:

From crossroads at K.33.a.8.3. through K.22.central to ROISEL.

3. Brigade groups of the division will be so disposed as to permit of one brigade
moving eastwards via the BLACK and RED Roads, and one brigade via the BLUE and YELLOW
Roads.

4. After midday on Z day, the Australian 2d Division will be held in readiness to
move at two hours’ notice.

Australian 2d, 3d, and 5th Divisions to acknowledge by wire.

T. A. BLAMEY,

Brigadier General, General Staff,
Australian Corps.
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II Corps: 182-32.7: Order

Operations II Corps

A. C./112/1 AUSTRALIAN CORPS,
September 27, 1918.

BATTLE INSTRUCTIONS, SERIES E, 15A

1. With reference to Battle Instructions, Series E, No. 15, dated September 25, 1918
the following arrangements have been made for the coordination of action between IX Corp
and Australian corps on the right flank of the Australian corps.

2. The boundary line between IX Corps and Australian Corps will be the grid line
G.20.central---G.21.central---G.22.central---G.23.central---G.24.central---the sunken
road at H.19.b.5.0.---thence N. E. along sunken road (inclusive to Australian Corps), to
H.15.a.4.6.---thence due east as per final corps boundary on barrage map.

3. The above boundary will be the dividing line for both infantry and artillery
action, except where IX Corps barrage overlaps the Australian corps front west of the canal.

4. Should the G. O. C., left division of IX Corps find it necessary, he will ar-
range direct with American 30th Division for the latter division to operate south of this
line, and will at the same time make the necessary arrangements for lifting IX Corps ar-
tillery fire, as may be arranged between divisional commanders.

5. G.O.C., R A, Australian Corps, will arrange to keep under fire the high ground
about G.23.b.---G.24.a---and G.18.d---from zero as long as the infantry advance allows.

6. The southern limit of the Australian corps barrage west of the canal will be the
line G.20.b.3.4.---G.21.b.9.6.---thence along the road to the canal.

The Australian corps smoke screen along this line will lift in accordance with
the timed lifts of the Australian corps field artillery barrage.
Acknowledge by wire,

T. A. BLAMEY,
Brigadier General, General Staff,
Australian Corps.

II Corps: 182-32.7: Order

Operations II Corps

A.C./116 AUSTRALIAN CORPS,
September 27, 1918.

BATTLE INSTRUCTIONS, SERIES E, No. 18.

1. Battle Instructions, Series E, No. 12, dated September 25, 1918, are cancelled
and the following substituted.
2. The 5th Cavalry Brigade is allotted to the Australian corps for the forthcoming operations.
B Battery, 84th Field Army Brigade, R. F. A., is placed under the orders of
G. O. C., bth Cavalry Brigade from 11 a. m. on zero day, under arrangements to be made
direct between G. O. C., bth Cavalry Brigade and C. R. A., Australian 1st Division.
3. The 5th Cavalry Brigade will maintain close liaison with the Australian 5th
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Division through whose lines it will pass as soon as possible after the infantry have
captured the BEAUREVOIR Line.

4. The role of the 5th Cavalry Brigade will be to seize and hold the line of high
ground Le HAMAGE Farm---U.25.a. and c.---C.8.central---1.3.central---1.9.central---1.14.
central---1.19.central---(Map Sheets 57B S. W. and 62B N. W.) until the arrival of the
infantry.

5. Should the enemy retreat, the 5th Cavalry Brigade will maintain contact.

6. As soon as the objective has been gained, two squadrons will be pushed forward
to reconnoiter the withdrawal of the enemy -

(a) One squadron towards PREMONT-BUSIGNY

(b) One squadron towards BOHAIN

Should the enemy’s resistance be entirely broken and should the opportunity offer,
these squadrons will be prepared to destroy the enemy’s railway communications with the
object of closing in any rolling stock on the lines running south and east. They will be
prepared to act vigorously against enemy headquarters, etc.

The squadrons detailed will be warned that the 17th Armoured Car Battalion, sup-
ported by one company of Whippet tanks, is operating in the same general direction with
the same object - vide Battle Instructions, Series E, No. 11, dated September 25, 1918.

7. Routes allotted and times are contained in Battle Instructions, Series E, No. 9,
dated September 25, 1918.

Acknowledge by wire.

T. A. BLAMEY,
Brigadier General, General Staff,
Australian Corps.

182-32.7: Order

Operations II Corps

A.C./118 AUSTRALIAN CORPS,
September 27, 1918.

BATTLE INSTRUCTIONS, SERIES E, No. 20
AIRCRAFT
[Extract]

1. Aircraft units will be working on the corps front on Z day as under:
(a) 3d Squadron A. F. C.
(i) Markings: Rectangular black panels 2 feet by 1 foot on both lower
planes about 3 feet from fuselage.
(i} Roles: Contact patrols.
Counterattack patrols.
Dropping smoke bombs.
(b) 8th Squadron R. A. F.
(i) Markings: Black bands on under side of tail.
(i) Roles: Cooperation with tanks.
Reporting of location and progress of tanks.
Engaging of antitank guns with M. G. fire and bombs.
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(c) Eight single-seater army squadrons will be employed on low altitude attacks
on enemy organizations and troops. These machines will not carry any distinctive markings.

* & k %k &k X%

II Corps: 182-32-7: Order

Operations II Corps

ARTILLERY INSTRUCTIONS No. 273
by
G. O.C., R A., AUSTRALIAN CORPS

September 27, 1918,

1. ALTERATIONS - AUSTRALIAN CORPS AND IX CORPS SOUTHERN BOUNDARY: With
reference to Artillery Instructions No. 272 of September 26, 1918, Paragraph 2, first subparagraph
Southern Exploitation Sector, delete this subparagraph and substitute:

(@ The boundary line between the IX Corps and Australian corps will be grid
line through G.20.central, G.21.central, G.22.central, G.23.central, G.24.central to
sunken road in H.19.b.5.0, thence along sunken road (inclusive to Australian corps) to
H. 15.a.4.6., thence due east as shown on barrage map.

(b) The above boundary will be the dividing line for troops and all artillery
fire, except where the IX Corps barrage overlaps west of the canal.

(c) Should the G. O. C., left division of the IX Corps find it necessary, he
will arrange direct with the American 30th Division for this latter division to cover
south of the line referred to in Subparagraph (a) above, and will at the same time make
the necessary arrangements for lifting the IX Corps barrage.

2. ALTERATION IN SOUTHERN LIMITS OF BARRAGE WEST OF CANAL: The southern
limit of the Australian corps barrage west of the canal will be the line G.20.b.5.4.---G.21.b.9.6.,
thence along road to canal.

The Australian corps smoke screen along this line will conform to the lifts of
the 4.5" howitzers in the field artillery barrage.

3. ENGAGEMENT OF HIGH GROUND EAST OF CANAL: The B. G. R. A. will arrange for the
high ground in G.23.b., G.24.b., and G.18.c. to be kept under fire from zero, lifting
this fire in accordance with the field artillery barrage timetable.

4. HEAVY ARTILLERY PLAN - MAIN ATTACK: With reference to Artillery Instructions
No. 271 of September 26, Paragraph 2 on first page - last line, for 800 yards read 400 yards.

5. ALLOTMENT OF 18-pdr. BATTERY TO 5th CAVALRY BRIGADE: B Battery, 84th Army
Brigade, R. F. A. (Major Brown commanding), will be placed under the command of the G. O.

C., 5th Cavalry Brigade from 11 a. m. on Z day.

Detailed instructions will be issued later by G. O. C., bth Cavalry Brigade to
C. R A, Australian 1st Division for the movements of this battery.

Location of battery - L.17.¢.27.97.

6. ACKNOWLEDGE ON FORM ATTACHED.

[Signature Illegible]

Lt. Col., G. S.,
R. A,, Australian Corps.
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182-32.7: Order

Operations II Corps

ARTILLERY INSTRUCTIONS No. 274
by
G. O. C., R. A,, AUSTRALIAN CORPS

September 27, 1918.

[Extract]

1. With reference to Artillery Instructions No. 271 of September 26, Paragraph 1,
the left and right divisional creeping barrage brigades mentioned in Artillery Instruc-
tions No. 267, Paragraph 2 (d), will remain under the command of C. R. A.’'s Australian
1st and 4th Divisions until the infantry of the Australian 3d and 5th divisions have
passed eastwards through troops holding the green line and until the artillery covering
this infantry are in such positions as to be capable of supporting their advance.

C. R. A'’s, Australian 1st and 4th Divisions will notify corps R. A. as soon as
this condition exists in order that these field artillery brigades may pass, with the
exception of those allotted to the divisions for exploitation, into corps reserve,

When passed to corps reserve they will come under command of C. R. A., Austra-
lian 2d Division.

* % % &k % %

[Signature Illegible]
Lt. Col., G. S.,
R. A,, Australian Corps.

182-32.7: Order

Operations III Corps

No. G. S. 100 I CORPS, B.E. F,,
September 27, 1918.

INSTRUCTION No. 1

With reference to III Corps Order No. 332, Paras. 4, 5 and 7, the role and action of
the 18th and 12th Divisions will be as follows:

1. (a) 18th Division: One brigade will be formed up at zero on the left of and in
the American 27th Division area, and will attack under a creeping barrage and capture
the following objective:

MACQUINCOURT Trench from about A.2.c.3.4. to A.1.b.4.2. on reaching this
objective, the troops will reorganize and consolidate their gains.

The American 27th Division, meanwhile, will be continuing their attack to
the green line, and will establish a flank post at about A.2.b.4.0.

This brigade of the 18th Division will not carry out a direct attack on
VENDHUILE in the face of strong opposition. Its role will be to:
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(i) protect the left flank of the Americans in this area against counter-
attack;
(if) to maintain a steady pressure on the enemy at VENDHUILE in order that
the right moment may be seized to push on into and clear the town.
One company of this brigade (together with some R. E. and machine
guns) will be affiliated to and will accompany the battalion of the American 27th Divi-
sion detailed to advance towards VENDHUILE, east of the canal bank, This detachment will
bivouac with the battalion to which it is affiliated on Y/Z night. A second company will
be detailed to follow up in conjunction with the brigade detailed in (b), and keep touch
with the first company on the eastern bank of the canal.
(b) The second brigade, arriving on Y/Z night and bivouacking in the area
E.5.a. and c., will follow the Australian 3d Division (which advances in rear of the
American 27th Division) to the MACQUINCOURT Valley, and will then advance on VENDHUILE
from the south, and mop it up, forming bridgehead across the canal to enable work on the
repair of bridges and roads at VENDHUILE to be carried out unmolested.
(c) The third brigade, arriving in busses on Z morning, will bivouac in E.5.a.
and c., and will be in corps reserve,
2. (a) 12th Division: The role of the 12th Division will be:
(i) To cover the left flank of the 18th Division;
(i) To form a defensive flank, facing north, along LARK Spur towards OSSUS;
(iii) To mop up the area between the present front line and the canal,
within their boundaries (vide Para. 5).
(b) One battalion will be assembled in the 12th Division area, east of EPEHY,
and will move forward in rear of the Australian 3d Division, and in advance of the
brigade of the 18th Division (vide Para. 1 (b) to Crellin Avenue). This battalion will
be used to exploit the success in the direction of the high ground in F.6.a. and X.0.c.
It will not, however, carry out a set attack on this spur, but will make ground by push-
ing forward patrols, and following them up closely. The remainder of the 12th Division
holding the line will make good the eastern slope of LARK Spur---X.25.c. and d., and will gain
ground to the front along their whole line, by pushing forward patrols under the barrage.
3. The boundary for mopping up purposes between the 12th and 18th Divisions will
run from A.1.b.0.0. through S.25.c.central.
4, ACKNOWLEDGE

C. P. FULLER,
D.G,G. S,
III Corps.
182-32.7: Order
Operations III Corps
No. G. S. 100/1 III CORPS, B. E. F.,

September 27, 1918.
ADDENDUM No. 1 TO INSTRUCTIONS No. 1
Para. 1 (b). Delete from will follow Australian 3d Division to will then advance

on VENDHUILE and substitute will march to the MACQUINCOURT Valley and, if the situation
allows, will be prepared, at 11 a. m., to advance on VENHDUILE.,
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Para. 2 (1). lines 2 and 3, delete “in rear of the Aust. 3d Division and”
A. P. FULLER,

D.G,G. S,
III Corps.

182-32.7: Order

Operations IOI Corps
No. G. S. 101
INSTRUCTIONS No. 2
[Extract]

HEADQUARTERS: 1. Headquarters of corps, division, and flank corps and divs. will be as
under at zero.

III Corps
Advanced G.18.4.2.5.
Rear CARNOY
III Corps R. A, C.18.d.2.5.
III Corps H. A, J.b.c.1.9.
12th Division D.16.c.1.9.
18th Division LIERAMONT
American II Corps N.15.d.central
Australian Corps N.16.c.
American 27th Division J.11.0.2.9.
33d Division EQUANCOURT
38th Division V.18.c.1.8.

Advanced III Corps Headquarters will open at C.18.d.2.5. (east of
MOISLAINS) at 6 p. m. on Y day.
(a) Bridges in VENDHUILE are being constructed by the 18th Division
Engineers and by 283d A. T. Coy., R. E., under orders of C. E., IIl Corps.
(b) In order that above units, and units for road making, may move
forward at earliest possible moment, a wireless set will be placed at the disposal of
C. R E., 18th Division, who will arrange for it to move forward close behind the infantry.
As soon as VENDHUILE is reported clear, a wireless message will
be sent to Headquarters 18th Division, LIERAMONT, where mounted representatives from fol-
lowing units will be assembled:

BRIDGES: 2.

enter RONSSOQY.

12th Division Pioneers
18th Division Pioneers

70th Field Coy. R. E. 283d A. T. Coy. R. E.
178th Tunnelling Coy. (less 2 sections)
Above units will be assembled about E.1.a. and c. by midnight Y/Z night.

* % % % & ¥

No troops or transport, with the two exceptions noted below, are to

The R. E. bridging train, consisting of some 30 pontoons and 25
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lorries, will be parked at 12 noon on Z day, with the head of the column at, but clear of,
the crossroads at F.8.a.5.3., ready to advance to VENDHUILE via RONSSOY.

Heavy artillery, which may have to move forward down the LEMPIRE
Road to the valley west of LITTLE PRIEL Farm (f.4.), may pass through RONSSOY for this purpose.

* %k &k k % %

LIAISON: 5. The Australian corps are detailing an officer to report to Advanced
IIT Corps Headquarters by 7 a. m. on Z day.
An officer from III Corps Headquarters will report at American 27th Division
Headquarters by 6 p. m. on Y day, to act as liaison officer between 27th and 18th Divisions.
6. ACKNOWLEDGE.

C. P. FULLER,
B. G. G. S., IIl Corps.

Hq. III Corps,
27/9/1918.

182-32.7: Order

Operations American II Corps

No. G. S. 102
III CORPS OPERATIONS
INSTRUCTIONS No. 1

1. With reference to Para. 16 of III Corps Order No. 332:
A contact plane will fly over the corps front at the following hours:
(a) Zero plus 1 hour.
(b} Zero plus 3 hours.
(c) Zero plus 4 hours.
(d) Zero plus 5 hours.
and subsequently as ordered:
The observers in flights (b) and (c) above will report especially on the position
of American troops on the spur in 5.28.d.

2. The American 27th Division have orders not to pass the line S.27.d.5.0.---S.28.
central---S.29.central---S.29.d.9.0., east of the canal before 11 a. m. After 11 a. m.,
the hour at which the American 27th Division will commence their exploitation northwards,
the III Corps will lift all heavy artillery fire north and east of the following line:
S.30.a.0.9.---S.23.central---S.22.central---5.15.d.0.5,---S.14.¢.0.4.

3. After the 38th Division has crossed the canal and taken over the American 27th
Division front, from about PIENNES to the canal in S.14., the III corps will cover their
front with artillery, under orders to be issued by the G. O. C., R. A, IIl Corps, until
relieved by artillery from the V Corps.

4, ACKNOWLEDGE by wire.

FULLER,

C.P
B. G. G. S., III Corps.

Hq. III Corps
27/9/1918,
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II Corps: 182-32.7: Order
Operations III Corps

General Staff
No. G. S. 101

III CORPS OPERATIONS
INSTRUCTIONS No. 4

1. In conjunction with the mopping-up operations in the VENDHUILE area, the V
Corps have instructed their right (33d} division te gain possession of the remainder
of LARK SPUR and to push forward to the canal to the east of LARK SPUR with a view to:
(a) Throwing bridges over the canal.
{b) Covering the movement of 38th Division on VENDHUILE via Le CATELET Valley.
2. The scheme of operations will be coordinated by the G. O. C., 12th Division
with G. O. C., 33d Division.
3. 12th Division to acknowledge.

C. P. FULLER,
Brigadier General, General Staff,
III Corps.
Hgq. III Corps,
September 27, 1918.
182-32.7: Order
Operations II Corps

III CORPS,
September 28, 1918.

III CORPS ARTILLERY INSTRUCTIONS No. 18
Reference III Corps Operation Instructions No. 3

1. 'When the 38th Division has crossed the canal and has taken over from the Ameri-
can 27th Division, the 12th Divisional Artillery will be transferred from the 12th Divi-
sion and the 18th and 74th Divisional Artilleries from the 18th Division to the 38th Division.
These three divisional artilleries will remain under the orders of the 38th
Division until relieved by artillery of the V Corps, when they will be withdrawn under
orders to be issued later.
2. At the same time, the III Corps H. A. will cover the 38th Division front.
One brigade R. G. A. will be detailed to be affiliated to the 38th Division,
3. A heavy artillery officer (not below the rank of captain) will be attached to
the 38th Divisional Headquarters.
This officer will act as liaison officer from the corps heavy artillery and will be prepared
to offer suggestions as to suitable objectives for engagement by the heavy artillery.
He will also give any information required by the 38th Division as to the number
and nature of heavy guns and siege howitzers that can bring effective fire to bear on
any objective which it is desired to engage.
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This liaison officer will join the 38th Division at a time and place to be noti-
fied direct by the 38th Division to IIl corps heavy artillery.
4. The 38th Division will obtain from their affiliated brigade R. G. A. any support
required by the G. O. C., 38th Division through the H. A. liaison officer.
5. ACKNOWLEDGE TO III CORPS R. A.

M. H. DENDY,

Major, G. S.,

for

B. G., G. S., IlI Corps.

Issued at 3:45 p. m. by D. R.

182-32.7: Instructions
Operations II Corps
IXCORPS, B.E. F.
IX CORPS INSTRUCTIONS - SERIES B, No. 7

1. With reference to IX Corps Warning Order No. 137 of September 24, para. 2, the
boundary line between the IX and Australian Corps will be adjusted as follows:
The grid line G.20.central to G.24.central as far east as the sunken road
H.19.b.5.0., along the sunken road (inclusive to Australian corps) to H.15.a.4.6, thence original
boundary to H.17.a.0.7, thence straight to J.1.a.0.7, thence to D.22.d.0.6, thence to D.18.b.0.7.
The southerm boundary of the corps east of the canal will run from N.16.d.8.0
to 1.34.central, thence due east to J.32.a.0.0, thence to L.7.a.0.3.
2. The northern boundary laid down in Para. 1 will be the dividing line between
troops and barrages of the IX and Australian Corps with the exception that west of the
canal, the IX Corps barrage may overlap the northern boundary by mutual arrangement be-
tween 46th Division and American 30th Division.
3. Should the G. O. C., 46th Division find it necessary, he will arrange direct
with the American 30th Division for the latter to operate south of the northern boundary
east of the canal. In this event he will at the same time, make the necessary arrange-
ments for lifting the barrage on the IX Corps front.
4. The Australian corps are arranging to keep under fire the high ground about
G.23.b.---G.24.a.---G.18.d. from zero as long as the infantry advance allows.
5. The southern limit of the Australian corps barrage west of the canal will be the line
G.20.b.5.4---G.21.b.9.6---thence due east to road at G.21.b.5.5. and along this road to the canal.
The Australian corps smoke screen along this line will be adjusted according to
the advance of the infantry of the American 30th Division.
6. ACKNOWLEDGE:

H. SHERBROOKE,

Lt. Col.,

for

General Staff, IX Corps.

September 27, 1918,
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182-32.7: Order

Operations II Corps

V CORPS,
G. S. 496/37 September 27, 1918.

PENDING OPERATIONS INSTRUCTIONS No. 3

Reference Para. 8 of V Corps Instructions No. 2, dated September 25.

1. On September 29, the 38th Division will move from BEAULENCOURT, ROCQUIGNY, and
LECHELLE to the HEUDICOURT---PEIZIERE---SOREL-le-GRAND area.

The route to be followed during this move will be: ROCQUIGNY---EQUANCOURT---
HEUDICOURT.

(@) Busses will be provided for 115th and 113th Brigade Groups if available and
will move in accordance with attached table to HEUDICOURT, where a turning point can be
arranged. If busses are not available these brigade groups will move by march route to
the areas mentioned on the early morning of 29th instant.

(b) 114th Brigade Group will in any case march to the area allotted.

() To provide for the possibility of a further advance on the 29th Instant,
all first line transport of the BEAULENCOURT Brigade Group, 38th Division will be con-
centrated about LECHELLE on the evening of September 28. This is subject to busses being
available on 29th for the move of the personnel of this brigade group.

(d) 38th Division, when located in the HEUDICOURT, PEIZIERE---SOREL-le-GRAND
area will be at one hour’s notice to move after midday, 29th instant.

(e) 38th Division Hq. will be established in the present headquarters of 10th
Infantry Brigade, 33d Division, west of SOREL-le-GRAND (V.18.c.1.8).

2. On a date communicated to all concerned, the 38th Division will relieve the
American 105th Infantry Regiment, American 27th Division on the green dotted line, from
PIENNES (S.23.central) to the canal.

The route to be followed by 38th Division will be: PEIZIERE---LEMPIRE---VEND-
HUILE---for transport and mounted units.

Infantry will march as far as possible clear of the roads. (A map showing
tracks will be issued to G. O. C., 38th Division, later if available.)

The 18th Division, III Corps, are to repair the VENDHUILE Bridges over the
Canal de 'ESCAUT and roads leading to these as soon as the situation allows,

Suitable initial headquarters for 38th Division is F.1.b.8.0. (at present
Brigade Hq. 35th Infantry Brigade, 18th Division).

A. D. signals will establish lines forthwith to link up these hq. with V Corps
Hgq.

Details of relief of American 105th Infantry Regiment by 38th Division on the
dotted green line will be arranged direct between 38th Division and American 27th Divi-
sion. Present headquarters Bois de BUIRE, S. W. of TINCOURT due east of PERONNE.

Subsequent moves by Hq. American 27th Division and by American 105th Infantry
Regiment will be notified 38th Division.

3. The Brigade Group, 17th Division, at LESBOEUFS will march on September 29 at
8 a. m. to ROCQUIGNY. The 17th Division will subsequently move forward to the area
DESSART Wood---FINS---EQUANCOURT in support of 21st Division under orders to be issued
separately.

The 17th Division will from 12 midday, September 29, remain in a state of readi-
ness to move at one hour’s notice.

4. Action of 38th Division after relief of American 105th Infantry Regiment, on
the green dotted line:
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Preceded by advanced guards, the 38th Division will:
(i) Make good the Hindenburg System up to the line BONABUS Farm, RANCOURT
Farm.
(if) Maintain touch with the American II Corps on their right,
(iif) Clear the ground as far as this may be found necessary between the
HINDENBURG Line and the canal northwards to HONNECOURT.

5. The IV Corps meanwhile should be across the canal and the HINDENBURG Line to the
north of BANTOUZELLE. The Australian corps will probably be east of BEAUREVOIR. The
probability therefore is that the HINDENBURG Line between RANCOURT Farm and BANTOUZELLE
will be clear of the enemy and that the 21st Division will be able to cross the canal directly to their
front and to advance on to the HINDENBURG Line on the front RANCOURT Farm BANTOUZELLE,

The 38th Division will cooperate in this move by threatening the HINDENBURG
Line to the north of RANCOURT Farm, while the 33d Division will attack if necessary be-
tween HONNECOURT and RANCOURT Farm towards S.3., and S.4.central to facilitate the passage
of the 21st Division over the canal. The 17th Division will move forward in support of
the 21st Division regulating their advance by the progress made by 21st Division and will
be prepared to pass through the 21st Division when ordered.

The position occupied by divisions subsequent to the relief of the American
105th Infantry Regiment and subsequent to the passage of the canal by 21st Division will
therefore be:

38th Division main body in HINDENBURG System facing east on the front PIENNES-
RANCOURT Farm, covered by advanced guard who will maintain touch on their right with
American II Corps.

33d Division in support of 38th Division.

21st Division main bodies in HINDENBURG Line on the front RANCOURT Farm-
BANTOUZELLE - covered by advanced guards who will maintain touch on their left with the advance
of the IV Corps and on their right with 38th Division

17th Division in support of 21st Division.

6. The 38th and 21st Divisions will gain ground eastward as the situation allows,
supporting divisions to conform and to keep themselves informed of the situation by close
liaison.

7. The artillery arrangements in connection with the operations to be undertaken
by the 38th Division will be as follows:

(i) On the completion of the operation for the capture of GONNELIEU:
(a) The 121st and 122d Brigade, R. F. A., will be withdrawn from the line
and will revert to the 38th Division.
These brigades will assemble in the neighborhood of W.13.d. on the
night 28/29.
(b) The B. G., C. H. A., will place one 6" howitzer battery directly under
the orders of the C. R. A., 38th Division.
(¢) The two mobile mortars of the 33d D. A. will be placed at the disposal
of the C. R. A., 38th Division, who will find personnel and transport for them.
(i) The 21st Division will then be covered by the 17th Divisional Artillery and
the 94th Brigade (21st D. A.). These brigades will come under the command of the
C.R. A, 21st D. A,, at an hour to be notified later.
(iif) The 33d Division will be covered by the 33d D. A. and two brigades which
are arriving from the IV Corps after the capture of their objectives on September 27.
The 33d Division will be responsible for assisting the advance of the 38th
Division by direct fire against the HINDENBURG Line. Their artillery will for this
purpose if necessary come down the forward slopes west of the canal on the assumption
that the hostile artillery will have withdrawn.

8. Ome company 5th Cyclist Regiment (other than the company now attached to 21st

and 33d Divisions) will be attached to 38th Division from 27th Instant, under arrange-
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ments to be made direct between O. C., 5th Cyclist Regiment and Hq. 38th Division.

9. One section 183d Tunnelling Coy. R. E., will be attached to 38th Division for
the detection of booby traps and one for the clearing of the wells in VENDHUILE and La
TERRIERE, under the supervision of C. E., V Corps.

These sections will come under the orders of Hq. 38th Division from 28th Instant, under

instructions to be issued by C. E., V Corps, and to be communicated by him to G. O. C., 38th Division.
10. The following will be the interdivisional boundary east of the Canal de

I'ESCAUT: HONNECOURT---RANCOURT Farm Road---RANCOURT Farm---BONABUS Farm---

Bois de Mortho (all inclusive to southern division sector), thence T.1.central to N.30.¢.0.0.

These boundaries will in no way affect operations entailed by 38th and 33d Divisions
in opening passages over the Canal de 'ESCAUT and will not come into force until after the 21st
Division have established themselves in the HINDENBURG Line east of the canal.

11. Routes for supply will be:

33d and 38th divisions: FINS---EPEHY---LEMPIRE---VENDHUILE, until the crossings
over the canal at HONNECOURT have been established when the route will be: FINS---
PEIZIERE---VILLERS-GUISLAIN---HONNECOURT---La TERRIERE.

17th and 21st Divisions: FINS---GOUZEAUCOURT---thence-VILLERS-GUISLAIN or
GONNELIEU to BANTOUZELLE.

Prior to the crossings at BANTOUZELLE being available, the route for supply of
the 21st and 17th Divisions will cross to the east of the canal by the VILLERS-GUISLAIN---
HONNECOURT Road.

12. To keept in touch with the progress made in throwing bridges at VENDHUILE, the
G. O. C., 38th Division, will arrange to have a liaison officer attached to Hq. 18th
Division. Similarly, to keep informed of the situation and progress made by the American
105th Regiment*, American II Corps, detailed to gain the dotted green line, the G. O. C.,
38th Division, will attach a laison officer to that regiment (Hq. regiment will be noti-
fied later).

These officers will be attached from the evening of Fourth Army Y day.
13. Acknowledge by wire.

R. H. MANGLES,
B.G., G. S., V. CORPS

182-32.7: Order

Operations II Corps

V CORPS,
G. S. 496/48 September 27, 1918,

ADDENDUM No. 1 to V CORPS INSTRUCTIONS No. 3

1. (a) The 38th Division (less artillery) will now move to the HEUDICOURT---
PEIZIERE---SOREL-le-GRAND area on 28th Inst., and will bivouac in that area night 28/29.
(b) The 38th Division will cross the Canal du NORD at MANANCOURT and will move
via EQUANCOURT, FINS, HEUDECOURT, using tracks as far as possible.

* It will be noted that the American 105th Infantry during this period was serving under the American II Corps as
part of its own---27th---Division, and that the British V Corps was instructed totake over that part of the American II
Corps front which was held by the American 105th Infantry. Pars. 2,4, and 12 of the Instructions and Par. 3 of Addendum
No. 1 are pertinent.
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(c) Time of march of brigade groups is left to the descretion of G. O. C., 38th
Division, and is to be reported to corps headquarters. Route for transport as already
detailed.

(d) The artillery arrangements for 38th Division will be as laid down in V
Corps Instructions No. 3, Para. 7.

2. The Brigade Group, 17th Division, at LESBOEUFS will now march to ROCQUIGNY on
the afternoon of 28th Instant.

The 17th Division will from 11 a. m., September 29, remain in a state of readi-
ness to move at two hours’ notice.

Either (i) to the area DESSART Wood---FINS---EQUANCOURT or (ii) to the area
HEUDECOURT---PEIZIERE---SOREL-le-GRAND as may be ordered.

3. (a) The 38th Division will relieve the American 105th Infantry Regt. on the
green dotted line as soon as the necessary crossings at VENDHUILE are made available by
11T Corps.

(b) G. O. C., 38th Division, will be kept informed by Headquarters III Corps
as to progress made in bridges and on receiving the word GO from III Corps will march on
VENDHUILE.

(c) Should a message to this effect not be received by G. O. C., 38th Division,
by 2 p. m., 29th Instant - the division will at this hour move east to a position of
readiness between VENDHUILE and PEIZIERE. The leading brigade group should be located
in the neighborhood of the Valley F.5.c. and b.---X.29.

The G. O. C., 38th Division, will by 12 noon, 29th Instant, establish his
hq. at EPEHY (F.1.b.9.8.0.) and will open an advanced report center at a wireless station
to be erected by 18th Division in the vicinity of VENDHUILE (location will be reported
to 38th Division by 18th Division), so that a staff officer may keep in close touch with
the progress made in the crossing, thus avoiding delay in continuing the advance across
the canal directly when bridges are ready. A wireless station will (in addition to the
above) be erected by 38th Division at EPEHY (F.1.b.8.0.) so as to pick up messages from
the VENDHUILE station.

4, The advance of 38th Division east of PEIZIERE will be made by the CATELET Valley.
Any guns or transport unable to move by this valley [or between it and the EPEHY---LEMPIRE
---VENDHUILE Road] will necessarily have to move by the PEIZIERE---LEMPIRE---VENDHUILE
Road. 38th Division transport moving by this road when once on it will clear the section
between EPEHY and LEMPIRE as rapidly as possible as this section is required by the Aus-
tralian corps. Should a delay in the VENDHUILE Canal crossings necessitate a halt, 38th
Division transport moving by the road will be parked clear of the road between LEMPIRE
and VENDHUILE.

5. To be prepared for hostile shelling formations passing through VENDHUILE will do
so in small units at wide intervals.

6. A liaison officer from 38th Division will not now be required with Hq. 18th
Division, III Corps.

7. () In conjunction with 18th Division, IIl Corps, mopping-up operations in the
VENDHUILE area and north of it on Fourth Army Z day, the 33d Division will gain possession
of the remainder of LARK SPUR and will push forward to the canal to east of LARK Spur
with a view:

(a) To throwing bridges over the canal.

(b} To covering the movement of 38th Division on VENDHUILE via the CATELET
Valley.

Scheme of operations to be coordinated by G. O. C., 33d Division, with G. O. C.,
18th Division, III Corps.

(i) As soon as a bridge is completed the 33d Division will pass a brigade
across the canal and relieve the left brigade 38th Division.

(iii) The first position of the 38th Division on its relieving the American
105th Infantry Regt., will be as already laid down. On the relief of 38th Division left
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brigade by a brigade 33d Division, the brigade so relieved will move in rear of the divi-
sion and occupy AUBENCHEUL-aux-Bois. Meanwhile, the 33d Division will pass the remainder
of the division across the canal under cover of the brigade already across and the 38th
Division will capture La TERRIERE with its left.

(lv) The 33d Division will then relieve the 38th Division in La TERRIERE and
will occupy the general line La TERRIERE-HONNECOURT, both inclusive.

(v) The 38th Division will then be on the general line La TERRIERE exclusive-
AUBENCHEUL to the corps boundary, in touch with the left of the Fourth Army.

(vi) It will be the duty of the 33d Division to facilitate the passage over the
canal by the 21st Division by attacking northwards towards S.3 and S.4.central should the
resistance met render such a move necessary.

8. ACKNOWLEDGE.

182-32.7: Order

Operations II Corps

G. S. 496/51 V CORPS,
September 27, 1918.

ADDENDUM No. 2 TO INSTRUCTIONS No. 3

1. Cancel Para. 11 and substitute new para. as under:
Par. 11. Routes for supply will be:
(a) For 38th Division, FINS---EPEHY---LEMPIRE---VENDHUILE until the cross-
ings over the canal at HONNECOURT have been established.
(b) For 33d Division, and for 38th Division after the crossings over the
canal at HONNECOURT have been established: FINS---PEIZIERE---VILLERS-GUISLAIN---HONNE-
COURT---La TERRIERE.
() 17th and 21st Divisions: FINS---GOUZEAUCOURT---thence VILLERS-
GUISLAIN or GONNELIEU to BANTOUZELLE.
Prior to the crossing at BANTOUZELLE being available, the route for supply
of the 21st and 17th Divisions will cross to the east of the canal by the VILLERS-
GUISLAIN---HONNECOURT Road.
2. Please acknowledge.

R. H. MANGLES,
B. G., G. S., V Corps.
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182-32.7: Order

Operations II Corps

G. S. 496/63 V CORPS,
September 28, 1918.

ADDENDUM No. 3 TO V CORPS INSTRUCTIONS No. 3

[Extract]

& k k %k &k %

Reference Addendum No. 1 to V Corps Instructions No. 3, dated 27th Inst.

x %k k% k

2. Reference Para. 4.

The following forward route is being improved by III Corps: EPEHY---F.8.a.5.3.
---thence a cross-country track (marked III Corps route) via F.9.c. and d. to F.16.a.9.7.,
thence along main road to VENDHUILE.

This route from PEIZIERE to VENDHUILE will therefore be used by all guns and
transport of 38th Division unable to move across country and the main road south of
F.8.a.5.3. through RONSSOY will not be used.

3. Para. 7, Subpara. (i) delete “18th Division” and substitute “12th Division.”

4. ACKNOWLEDGE by wire.

H. B. PEGRAM,
Capt., G. S.,

for
B. G., G. S., V Corps.

HS Brit. File: (27th Div.): Fldr. 7-9: Order

Relief of 105th Infantry

G. S. 496/37 V CORPS,
September 27, 1918.

Reference Para. 2, first sentence.
The date of relief of American 105th Infantry Regiment of the dotted green line east
of the Canal de 'ESCAUT by the 38th Division, is the night September 30/October 1.

R. H. MANGLES,
B. G., G. S., V Corps.
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