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As the first leaves fall from the oaks, the
time has come to tell all of you about the
314th Memorial Program. The Washington
Memorial Chapel at Valley Forge was again
filled to capacity as the American and French
flags were brought forward by Ray Jude
Paski and a French World War II veteran to
start the program. Then the Star-Spangled
Banner was sung by the audience
accompanied by the organ played in inspired
style. This was immediately followed by the
thrilling and stirring a capella singing of the
French national anthem, “Le Marseilles,” by
Simone Merchand.

The members and friends of the 314th
were then warmly welcomed by Father
Raymond Atlee, interim rector of the Chapel.

The high point of the program was the
acknowledgment of artifacts found in the
German trenches by soldiers of the 314th or
316" Infantry World War I. The
anonymous donor had requested that the
items be returned to France. Accordingly,
the French embassy sent Air Attache Col,
Jean-Luc Delon to accept the items. His
home was in St. Mihiel in the area where the
314™ fought and where the church artifacts
originated Col Delon’s speech was so
interesting and informative that we
summerize it here.

We must also thank M. Lucien Stervinou
of the Franch World War II veterans and M.
Domingie Malicet, Cultural Attache, whose
splendid cooperation made our program
possible.

“Dear Dr. SHETLER, Dear M. RENTZ
Descendants and Friends
of the 314" regiment
Dear French veterans
Ladies and Gentlemen

My wife and myself are delighted to be here,
on this very special day when America
remembers its citizens who gave so much to
achieve freedom and peace. And this place
makes it even more impressive because
Valley Forge, where George Washington and
his 12 000 soldiers fought so valiantly during
the winter of 1777-1778, was visited by the
Marquis de La Fayette, a close friend of your
first president, and a symbol of their French-
American friendship. This is also the most
appropriate place because of the small
museum dedicated to the 314™ Regiment,
which fought so fiercely in Northeastern
France in 1918.

To be honest, I must add that my wife and I
have only been in the United States for 10
months now, and that your invitation was a
perfect occasion for us to visit an area we
did not know untii today. We are indeed
very grateful to you for providing us with
this opportunity; both of us will certainly
enjoy remembering this special week-end.
The reasons for my being here are twofold:

@®  First, I represent the French Embassy
where I am serving as the Air
Attache. As the official repre-
sentative of his Excellency Francois
Bujon de I’Estang, the French
Ambassador and Major General



Louvion, my superior and French
Defense Attache. I wish to convey to
you their most simcere thanks. On
their behalf and speaking for myself
as well, T would like to extend our
very best wishes to all of you. 1also
would like to recall for you some
historical highlights of the out-
standing Franco-American military
friendship.

In fact, this friendship existed even
before the very existence of the
United States. In the late 1770's, the
Marquis de La Fayette was directly
involved in your revolutionary war
against the British. Thanks to his
bravery and military skills, which he
demonstrated in the early battles of
Brandywine and Monmouth, he

" became a very close friend of George
Washington and convinced him that
Americans could trust the French
officers and their troops; who were,
until then, mostly considered as
adventurers, and were not always
welcome. Washington and his
generals also understood that,
because of La Fayette’s relationship
to French nobility (he was related,
through his wife, to the king of
France), he could be very helpful on
the long term, beyond his inherent
qualities. And, in fact, La Fayette did
a difficult but great job in making
sure that France would sustain and
help your young country to eman-
cipate itself from Great Britain. La
Fayette was instrumental in
convincing both Washington and
France of the interest of French
Admiral D’Estaing’s invasion of
Rhode Island. He then went back to
France at the end of 1779 and
succeeded in fine tuning the arrival of

French General ROCHAMBEAU
who landed in Rhode Island on

July 10, 1780, with six thousand

6 000) men While George
Washington was convinced it would
be useful to attack New York City,
Rochambeau urged him to strike at
the British stronghold of Yorktown.
British General Cornwallis was then
trapped in Virginia. With the help of
Rochambeau, the war, which had
been going on for 4 years by the time
of his arrival, was over, with an
American victory, within 15 months.

The American help was given back to
France several times, during the First
and Second World Wars. And this
brings us back to Saint Mihiel, and to
our story today.

After the Germans invaded Northern
Europe in August 1914, French
General Joffre succeeded in stopping
them during the Battle of the Marne.
General Von Kluck, German Com-
mander in Chief, decided to dig his
armies in, and the war of the trenches
began. It was still running high
during the summer of 1918, when US
President Wilson sent the American
Expeditionary force, with General
Pershing and over 500 000 soldiers
to France. Saint Mihiel, 15 miles
south of Verdun, was the first US
Army offensive, with 300 000
American troops and 110 000 French
soldiers fighting alongside.

More than 1400 American aircraft
were also engaged, under the
command of General William
Mitchell and Edward Rickebacker,
from the US Air Service Within four
days, the salient of Saint Mihiel was
under allied control. Among the



troops engaged were the 314™ and
316™ Regiments, to which we owe
this very emotional ceremony These
troops, after Saint Mihiel, were sent
to the Meuse Argonne offensive, and
fought fiercely till November 11,
1918.

The second reason I am so proud to
be here today is a much more
personal one. I was born and raised
in this very same region, where the
American troops were engaged in
1918. My whole family still lives
here. My father and mother are
retired in a small village 10 miles
North of Saint Mihiel, and my
younger brother teaches in Verdun.
On Sundays I used to visit Americans
(but also Canadian, Australian and
even German...) Cemeteries and
memorials, when I was a child. You
can trust me, people from that area of
France know exactly and understand
what we owe to the French-American
military friendship and to your
country.

This is basically the reason why I
volunteered to be here today as soon
as I knew about the marvelous story
of the artifacts, found by an
American soldier, taken back to the
United States, and handed over to
France through the wish of his family
and descendants. I immediately
thought of a small museum I know
about in Saint Mihiel, which is
specialized in religious art from my
region, where you can find items
belonging to churches of destroyed
and never rebuilt villages around
Verdun. T established contact with
them, and they sent me a docu-
mentation which I will leave with

you, in order for you to know what
will become of your gift. 1also
recommend that the curator of your
museum work on the idea of
twinning both museums, or, at least,
establish contact with them and
maybe visit them. ..

Now you know a little bit more about
the reasons I think I had to come
here today. I really thank you very
much for giving me this great
opportunity I hope I have not been
too long, and I thank you very much
for your attention.”

The Rev. Dr. John Shetler told the
audience that response to the poll concerning
the organization of a group called Descen-
dants and Friends of the 314™ Infantry -
World War I was unanimous and also some
persons volunteered to serve on a Board of
Directors. He called for an organizational
meeting immediately following the program.
The following persons were elected to office:

John D. Rentz, President

John C. Shetler, Vice President

Mary Louise Fitzpatrick, Secretary

Ray Jude Paski, Treasurer

Roy M. Rentz, Historian

Robert L. Reed

Herbert J. Hartman

Warren Kissinger

Fred Patti, Esq., ex officio

(legal consultant)

We all will welcome comments and
suggestions so that we might better sustain
the memory and preserve the history of the
314"

VOLUNTEERS
We still need people to be at the cabin on
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Please
call John Rentz at 610-375-2515.



We are indebted to Mrs. Jean Stilwell Harlow for the following copy of the Armistice orders
sent to the 314" Headquarters on the morning of November 11, 1918. It is our understanding

that Mrs. Harlow’ father, Major Thomas Stilwell supervised the moving of the Log Cabin from
Camp Meade to its present location in Valley Forge.
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