HISTORY OF THE, ToTH

L
-

lesmn Captured Amo ng- Other g Posts,
- Crown Prince’s Bomb- P1 oof Cellar
‘Observatory at Montfaucon .

The 79th Division,
salion until thc end of the war com-
manded by Major Gen. Joseph E.
Kuhn, U. S. A., was made up of
drafted men yrom Pcmzsyh ania, Mmy-—

land, New l'orh W est Vtrgmm, and |
‘The divi-

the District of. Columbza.,
sion {nsignia is the  Lorraine Cross,
superimposed on a. blue shietd, the in-
signia deing scle ted because of ihc

fact that in all of its -major ope: ahons-

the division ]'ought in Lorraine.. The
casuallies ilotalled 2,389 killed, died of
swcounds, missing and prisoners (the
prisoncr total was only 15), while its
minor casualties exceeded 5,000. '

The following narrative of the batlic
eperations of the 79th was prepared by

déreclion of General Kuhn: .

NTERING the lines for the first
time on Sept. 14, 1218, the 79th
Division tecok part in two phases
of the great American offensive
known as the JMeuse-Argonne.

The divislon went over the top on Scpt.
26, when the offensive was iaunched,
and advanced nine and a half kilome-

ters, over most difficult terrain, before]

it was relieved by the 3d Division on
Sept. 30. After a few weeks, spent on
a quiet -sector near St. Mihiel, it again
started active operations east of the
Meuse River, and advanced ten Kilome-
ters in eight days before the armistice

intervened.

The first offensive operation for the
division took place on what was known
as Sector 004, 3 few kilometers to the
nocthwest of Verdun. The western limit
of the divisional sector was Avocourt;
the eastern, Esnes, both these- small
French towns long since demolished by
shellfire. About a half Kilometer away
from the division's sector, within the
allied lines, was the famous Dead Man’'s
Hill. Directly in front, about four kilo-

from it3 organi- 1

meters away, was Z\Iontfaucon. a strong-
Iy fortified -town on a high. hill.

save for a few homs of one. dav when
the French had taken it but could not

-ht‘ﬂd it.

“On the mght of Sept
gan preparing for the oftcnsne which
was coming., The, dnlsron sector - was
contlacted sl.gntls, more troops having

o5 the 19th be-

come. into ‘the line, and the br igades put’

in their places. .The 15%th Infantry
Bugade;. commanded by ]:.ng. Gen. Will-

Jam J. \1cholson..and cons!stmg of the
313th and 314th Infantry Regiments, oc-'
cupied the front: line, and the 158th In-

fantry Brigade, commanded by Brig.
Gen. Robert H. Noble, and consisting
of the olaoth and 316th Int‘antryr Regt-
ments, acted as reserve.

Over the Top!

At 3 o'clock the next morning, after a

tenlfu barrage on the part of both
American and French artillery, the di-
vision went over. IL.ittle scrious opposi-
tion was encountered until the town of
AMelancourt, sema two kilometers awwaw,
was reached. Here ceadiv machine-gun
fire from the siopes around the town, and
the difficulty of " mopping up,” slowed
the division down so that it was impos-
sible to drive into Montfaucon that aft-
ernoon, as had been planned. - The 313th
Infantry, commanded by Colonel Claude
B. Sweezey, muade a desperate effort to
take the town just before nightfall, but
the Baltimore soldiers were driven back
by heavy machine gun 2nd shéll fire.
The division spent the night on the
slopes before the town preparing to take
it first thing In the morning. The at-
tack was organized wiih the 157th Bri-
gade leading und the 158th in reserve,

About ¢ o'clock the attack tvas
launched. Heavy opporition was en-
countered. The doughboys of the 313th

Infantry fought thelr way foot by foot
up the slopes in front of the town, and

- 1t had
been - held bv the Germans smcc 1914'

the 314th, on their right, had equally
hard gQing in the woods of the Fayel
Farm. But progress was steady, and
shortly after 11 o'clock the town had
been plactlcally cleared of - the ‘boche
and the 314th had brought the dwlsmn
line well forward on the right.-

By now the division was exhausted.
The one road that had bheen assigned to
the division had been blocked with traf-
fic, and little could be moved on it ex-
cept guns and amniunition.  Front-line
troops, therefore, were out of food, and |
there was none coming up to them.

The advance was resumed the- ne:tt
da}' however, and. the town of \antil-
lois, two ]tilometers past Montfaucon,
was taken. ‘The 213th Infantry. was
““all in ' by this time, and its relief
vras offected by the $16th. At the sanie
time the 314th was relieved by the 314th,
20 that the /158ih Brlcrade was now lead-

ing, with the lu.th in reserve.

]{osmtnls Bombardcd.

In thls order ‘the ad\ance continued
but - the dl\islon had now reached a
pomt where it was exposedl to. heavy
artlller) flre from the heights east of
the Meuse ‘River, o nd the boche did not
neglect his opportumtv High explosive,
gas, and shrapnel were poured into the
advancing troops: . Not content with

. this, the Germans opecned up on one of

the division’s field. hospituls, killing a
large number of men.and inflicting in-
juries on the wounded being cared for
in tFe 1onts. This in spite of the fact
that thc hospital was marked with large
red crosses which had presumably been
noted by a boche airplane which flew
over it a4 few minutes before it was
shelled.

Though the enemy» was offering ter-
rific resistance it was necessar) that
the advance be continued. The two
leading regiments were insufficlent for
the work, and it was necessary that one
of the regiments that had been relieved
that morning, the 313th, be called into
the lines again. " It was not thought that
the regiment could get going in less
than an hour, but Colonel Sweezey,
after signaling to his battalion comn-
manders, had the regiment moving for-
ward as a unlt within fifteen minufces
arter receiving the order to advance.

- This performance was one of the finest

illustrations ziven during all the fight-
ing of the gplondid organization of the
units of the 79th Division.

By straining every unerve the dnlSlon

maintained its advance, and reached the,

Madeleine: Farm. The boche was' driven
back -across this, .and- then the - ]eading
units ot t}m divlsion fell" back to the

'motc(,tion of a woods on the southem
eige of the farm. Here, a8 the troops

were incapable of furthel admn«.* it

‘was thought best to hold-them ‘untdl tae

reltef by the 3d Diwision, which hag al-
ready ‘been ordered, should “take, [ placo
the next dav ‘
nine and a hailf l..zlometers, had " taken

hundreds of - pl“lBOl‘lElS, and large- quan--

tities of German supplies.

P

Crown Prlnce s Lonkout

In \Ionttaucon. after -its captuve were
found .some highl'slr Anteresting things.

~There .was- a: . house .with a. periscope

nuity,

through its roof, -running down into a
concrete, bombproof- cellar, . The peri-
scope gave a view of .all the allied lines
on that side of Verdun, and had been
used as an observatory by the Crown
Prince durving his slege - of. Verdun in
1816.  With Lhalacteristic boche . inge-
it had been armnged 50 .that .it
coulidl- not be "turned backward - to be
utilized against their positions.. Dugouts
were found in the town. with- luxurious
lighting sy stem large quantities of beer
and wine, rresh cabbages, and every-
thing to make Hfe easy at the. front

The division hiked back and after one
or two days' rest. was. ordered to the
Troyon sector, near St. Mihiel, which
had been taken by the Amcricans but a
short time bcfore. This was supposed
to be a ‘' quiet scctor,” but during the
time the 70th was holding the lines the
boche sent over large quantities of high
explosive and gas, so that the division
did not have an easy time of it even
here. ' |

On Oct. °0, after having hiked over

from St. Mipiel, the division reifeved the

290th Division on what was known as the
Grand Montagne Sector, east of the
Meuse River, a few kilometers north-
west of  Verdun.

“On this sector, Instecad- ot placing one
brigade in- advance and the other, in
reserve, each brigade was given ha!f of
the divisional sector. The 15S8th Infantry
Brigade, commanded this time by Brig.
Gen. Itvan M. Johnson, occupied the
left of the sector:; the 157th Brigade,
with General XNicholas again in com-
mand, the right. |

Taking an Impregnable Iost

Directly in front of the 158th Brigade's
sector, abeut a kilometer away, was the
famous Mill 378." This was a high,
jagged .eminence, gashed by shell fire, |
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"and wooded. in spots. |
sldered by French milltarv ‘experts’ as

'Phe division had- adwanced-

made to take tl:c hill. that day,

‘1t " had 'been' con-

impregnable Three stl ong attempts had
been made to take the Borne de.: Cot'-
nouillet. -as it was’ I{nown—the 79th
doughboys spcedilv _America.nlzed the
pronunciation-of ‘this to" * Corned- W’illie
Hill "'—but- all thad failed.. " The -158th
Brigade . had a job ‘on - its hands not

‘to be veckéned. llghllv Y

On Now. 3, a.ftet careful reconnaissance,
the brigade launciied Its attack against
the hill: - The 316th Infantry Hc‘-rmed up
its slopes, ‘and on this daw finally

reached a pomt vnthin 500 meters of the

crest. Here, however, it became sub-

Jected not only  to deadly machine-gun

fire from the emplacements directly
ahead, but to fhnl\m“ fire from the
hillz off to- the h.ft With no chance of

gaining the- Qx est this day, they fc]l back
lo the cover they

could Tfind on the
slopes thcv had Just gone over. ‘

Another attack wc_s launched the next | w

day.. . Again’ the -31Gth fought its way
d,oggedlv-up the-hill.  For a time it
seemed "as’ thougll - §t would have to

fall back before: leaching the cr est but
it kept on, and: fmall)r leacned tue
coveted spot N ~.

. By now the fite from the lott flank
had become tcrllfic It would have
been sulcide to try- to hold the hill in
such circumstances, 80, though they
had taken the hill, the 216th had to fall
back to the point where they had been
stopped the day before—about halt a
kilometer down:the sIOpe

negl ment Rclnforced

The twd attempts to take the hill had
exhausted the 316th, . and, in addition,
many had been killed and wounded, so

had been -ordered to advance, had been
held up;, for three ~days because the de-
.fenses on Hiil- 378 .prevented -its ad-
vanee: . -As. soon ' as- the. ‘hill had been

",‘-taken this d,h faion. £ot ‘under way, and

‘sitccecdad in pulting -out.of . business the
machine gu‘nd that had’ dll\ en back the
318111 tWo dass before ' 'I"he I‘xench real-
ized *howo\er. that it was due to the
men. of the’ a9th that thoit advance was
made possidble, I'OI‘ the\ confened the
Croix de (:uene on- (‘eneral Johnson. the
158th . Bligade commander, for his mas-
terly. handling of the. attacks on the hill.
Later on, in- thelr citation of Major Gen.
Kuhn..commande: of .the 78th, on the
occasion of his belng made z-Command-
er in the -Legion of .Honor, they "ex-
presscd. their gratitude. for the work of
the division. on that occasion.

With Hill 378 (.antured the most dif-
ficult tagk or ‘the ‘division’ had been ac-
complished The .- 'ubsequent fighting

was difficult, but the di\ isfon steau:ls
progressed SO

By now -&merlcan troope moving east-
ward had crossed- the Meuse River at
Jun- sur-Meuse. a few Kilometers north
of’ the 79th sector- of ‘advance. Hforg
‘troops were coming into-the line, theve
fore, and it.was possible to contract the
0th . sector. . This was .done. Orders
were then given to change the line of
advance to. go eastward--toward Metz.

- The 79th, 'therefore, was in position 4o

take up its advance with nd more re-

. organizing than to- return to the 157th
! Brigade commander- the unils that had
", been loaned to the 158th Brigade durlng
Cils- advance.

The unita of the 213th

' hiked over in a side-stepping mov ement,

"and the division tsook

that the regiment was not up to its full -

strength. A battahon of the 313th In-
fantry, which was in the right of the di-
vislon sector, with the 157th Brigade,
wag ordered over to assist in the as-
sault. ‘The battalion had to-hike to get
into position, and arrived on the after-
noon of the next day. No attempt was
but both
the 316th and the battalion of the 313th
got readv for the assault.that’ Was com-
ing the next morning.

After a: heavy barrage the attack was
resumed the next day. The-313th men
led the attack. with the 316th acting
as reserve. Within two hours the top
of the hill had bheen taken, and the nien
of the 413th had started past it. The
316th mopped up and kept on with the
advencing troops of the other regiment.

- A French divlsion on the left,: which

up its -advance
castward with a perfectly formed front.

It had taken Wavrille, Gibercy, and
several difficult hills before the armi-
stice. went_inte effect on Nov. I1. On
this day the units on the extreme loft
.were half way up the Cote de Moriment,
and' units on the rignt had taken v 16
devant- Chaumont. The total advance
castward was five kilometers, making a
total of ten for the drive. -
The 79th Division was organized in
August, 1917, and was trained at Camp
Meade, Md., It is compozxed af gy 4 £t el
men from Maryiand ang Pennsyivanty,
with about = tnouxand aach frem 3
Virginia,- New York, and the District, of
Columbia. It went overseas ip Taly,

1918, and underwent: a trajl r

at a training aread neary m‘mr;ing b rs2
leaving France for the United
Mav 13. The “hole dmsion
returned ‘
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